Source of material 2-(2-Propynyloxy)benzaldehyde was synthesized by the reaction of salicylaldehyde and propargyl bromide in the presence of potassium carbonate as a base in THF or acetone under reflux. After filtration and removal of the solvent under reduced pressure, the residue was purified by silica gel column chromatography with a mixture of petroleum ether/ethyl acetate (1:1, v/v) as eluent. The product was crystallized from petroleum ether/dichloromethane (3:1, v/v).
Experimental details
All hydrogen atoms were located from difference Fourier maps. In the refinement they were treated using appropriate riding models.
Discussion
Alkyne units in a molecule serve as rigid spacers between other fragments. The two perpendicular p bonds enable conjugation between these fragments and impart due to the sp hybridization of the carbon atoms high energy into these compounds. The p conjugation has attracted synthetic chemists already in the 1960s for the construction of conjugated systems by coupling of a,w-polyacetylenes to annulenes [1] . The condensation of salicylaldehyde derivatives with a diamine results in the formation of the Schiff base salen ligand. The coordination chemistry of the class of tetradentate Schiff base ligands with transition metal atoms is well investigated. The formation of the Schiff base, however, is not restricted to salicylaldehyde derivatives. It proceeds as well with other aromatic aldehydes [2, 3] . Previously 2-(2-propynyloxy)benzaldehyde has been used as a starting material in cycloaddition reactions [4] . We envisioned to use the title compound as starting material for the synthesis of some new Schiff bases. Further on, it finally can serve as starting material for the synthesis of polyacetylenes, namely the dimeric diyne 2-[6-(2-formylphenoxy)-2,4-hexadiynyloxy]benzaldehyde [5] . The analysis of the crystal structure reveals that the distances in the aromatic ring are not completely uniform. The longest bond (140 pm) was found between the carbon atoms carrying the heterosubstituents (C1 and C2). The shortest bonds are the next but one bonds on both sides (C3C4 and C5C6). This pattern was also found in the crystal structure of the homocoupling product, the diyne [5] . 
